
Particularly in the wintertime when food is more scarce, rats can invade
compost heaps and bins. Compost bins will only become feeding stations
for rats and mice where a vermin problem already exists. You will not be
attracting rats into your garden by composting, rather the compost bin/
heap has become an additional feeding ground on a well worn route.

We would like to point out that rats are an unavoidable part of  our envi-
ronment. Whilst we do not advocate deliberately feeding them and helping
them spread, having a rat in your compost heap is not the end of  the world.
It helps aerate the heap, and provided you stick to basic hygienic rules when
handling compost (ideally wear gloves, which you should do anyway), there
is virtually no danger of  contracting any diseases. However, if  you do not
like to look a rat in its bead-like eyes, following our guide should spare you
the experience.

How to Make Your Heap Less Attractive to Rats
To reduce the chance of  rats getting into the heap you can do a number
of things:

* never put cooked food into a bin/heap
* don’t put egg shells into the bin/heap
* only put raw food scraps into a compost bin not an open heap
* cover the raw food scraps with other materials e.g. grass clippings
* agitate the contents regularly (rats only like undisturbed heaps)

Feeding Wildlife
If  you have a wildlife feeding area, avoid bread, cake or pastry products as
they are a magnet for vermin. If  you must put out bread, put it out in the
morning, so the birds have time to eat it before nightfall, and clear away what
is not eaten. Seeds and nuts in raised feeders for birds are not normally a
problem, particularly if  the area below the feeders is kept clean.

Making Your Compost Bin Rat Resistant
It is recommended, if rats are present in the area, that the compost bin be
sunk into the ground slightly (by approx. 15 cm). The earth that has been
dug out is then banked up around the base of  the compost bin (both inside
and outside) and compacted. It is also recommended that chicken wire is
placed underneath the bin. Further rat proofing can be the addition of  bricks
around the bottom rim.

 With the compost bins that are sold by the City of  York Council, you can
also purchase a plastic base which sits on the soil with the compost bin on
the top. This allows drainage and access to beneficial worms and soil insects,
whilst at the same time, denying access to rodents. Bases for 330 litre com-
post bins are available from Blackwall on 0870 849 4866.

Rat Resistant Compost Bins
There are a number of  compost bins on the market that are ‘rat proof ’.
However these are all expensive to buy. The list includes Green Cones, tum-
bling composters, and compost bins with raised floors. Some examples are:

Garden Deluxe Composter
+ Verminator Floor...................£89.99 from www.PWSGreenline.co.uk
ComposTumbler........................£179.95 from www.harrodhorticultural.co.uk
Tumbler Compost Maker.........£57.95 from www.ferndale-lodge.co.uk
EnvirocyclerComposter ..........£129.95 from www.ferndale-lodge.co.uk
Green Cone..............................£70 from www.greencone.com

For more information on rat-resistant compost bins and other advice
on home-composting contact York Rotters on tel. 412861 or send an
email to <rotters@stnicksfields.org.uk>.
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