Report of the English Speaking Working Group No 1

6 Countries – Austria, Britain, Denmark, Finland, Hungary and Slovakia.

Local Policies:


Points raised in discussion

Parental involvement was a concern both in terms of their influence upon the payment of teachers but also in the need to have parents actively involved in the educational process.

The financial budget for the areas where performance and standards do not meet a minimum level, or where there are too many drop-outs and special educational programmes, should be proactive and resource those schools that need to improve their standards. This is positive action to increase the life chances of students.

Kindergarten - It is necessary to strengthen this stage of education, both in terms of its 

status and its finance. It should be statutory and well resourced. This was a special issue to both Slovakia and Hungary concerning the Roma population.

In-service training for teachers is vital due to changing roles and circumstances and handling special difficulties e.g. behaviour, life-long learning. Quality is a priority as is accreditation and recognition.

Some questions


What is a successful teacher?


Who decides which are successful teachers?


What does success really mean?( Academic achievement, competency based learning and teaching or is it necessary to measure value-added in the system? Not only cognitive elements, but social elements as well )

National Framework
 – clarity of vision and definition of coherent priorities / aims / goals for education. This requires effective local planning.

flexible curriculum, flexible standards.

Access dependent on the ability to pay prohibits success, e.g university fees.

Conclusion

From the Social-Democratic point of view it is necessary to create not only the educational but also the financial help.

There has to be quality education for all. This is the underlying basis on which to seek to achieve access and success for all. 

Thanks to all the participants for their thoughts, contributions and opinions.

Report of the English Speaking Working Group No 2

7 Countries – Austria, Belgium, Britain, Denmark, Finland, Hungary, Luxembourg and Portugal.

Teacher and Learners in a Changing World

· The teacher is no longer the sole provider of information, but the guide to showing how to turn the information into knowledge. The teacher must also develop the social skills of the student.

· Having developed the basic skills of the learner, the teacher’s job is to help the student scale the ladder to wisdom. Change in the role of the teacher has important implications for initial teacher training and continued professional development. It is unclear whether in the future the subject specialist can easily become a learning facilitator.

· Better teaching requires greater teacher awareness and teachers must be allowed to engage in commercial / industrial / media / creative experiences in order to stay in touch with their students.

· “Reform” of teaching often means cutting costs. “IT”, “flexibility”, “economic” and other words often mean further cuts. Teachers have to have the tools to achieve agreed outcomes and need to enlist the help of parents.

· Someone will determine whether education is effective If Governments spend 6% of GDP on education they will expect to see results. How are those results to be measured and how can teachers make a contribution to the criteria used?

· To be most effective, it is now required that the teacher needs to work in partnership with police, social welfare, and industry in the community. Parents are the first educators, and teachers must build alliances with them to ensure that the interests of  their children are secured.

· Teachers who are paid by the hour are unlikely to develop the teamwork and holistic approach necessary for the school to remain an institution which socialises children into the social values of the nation.

· Teachers need to understand the changes that are taking place in communication (e.g. quick text messaging is a new language written especially 4U).

· Fragmentation of state teaching will mean that only the wealthy are able to purchase education and experiences for their children. We have a duty to prevent fragmentation and define the future role of the teacher. We have to focus on the fact that students are social beings and that the need to learn is fundamental to everyone. But knowledge acquisition has to have relevance and priorities differ from country to country and from era to era.

· It would be a mistake to define too tightly the role of the teacher – building confidence and self-belief in students is vital, but not easy to define.

· Good teaching and learning involves emotional engagement which cannot be reproduced via a keyboard or a screen.

The Chair would like to thank everyone in the group for their participation and contributions and apologises for the extent to which red-wine drinking may have impaired his understanding of points raised. Group members are invited to correct mistaken impressions that may have arisen.
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