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Issue 2 for 2001

Congress of ISDUE – 50th Anniversary

Friday 27 July  -  arrival in Oporto – European Capital of Culture 2001.

ISDUE Bureau meeting at 6pm
Saturday 28 July  -  Cruise on River Douro

Sunday 29 July  -  Opening of 47th Congress of ISDUE

 Introductory session of Congress during the morning and historical and cultural visits during the afternoon.

Dinner in Porto or Natosinhos during the early evening

 Monday 30 July  - Working Groups during the morning and afternoon followed by the ISDUE General Assembly.

Tuesday 31 July -  General Assembly and closure of Congress.

 There will also be a meeting of the ISDUE Executive and also the CSEEU – including delegates from all member countries - during the afternoon and evening.  7pm  Farewell Dinner

ISDUE Anniversary brochure

Work is proceeding very well on the brochure celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the founding of ISDUE. It is expected that copies of this publication will be ready for and available at our Congress in Oporto, Portugal.

ITALY

In the Italian elections of May 13 the centre right coalition headed by Silvio Berlusconi (including Bossi’s League and Fini’s Alleanza Nazionale) won with 44% votes in the Chamber of Deputies and 43% at the Senate. In the separate vote to the parties (proportional) the sum of the votes of the single parties of the coalition reached 49.5 % which means that several electors voted in a different way in the constituencies and in the proportional list.

The centre left with the lists of  Refoundation and Di Pietro (former magistrate of ‘Clean Hands’) who ran together with the Olive – tree in 1996, but proposed different lists in 2001, would have gained 48%.

Therefore the centre left lost because they were unable to unify and lead the forces which were potentially willing to oppose the centre right, while Berlusconi was very good at keeping together a coalition composed of quite different forces: in fact three weeks after the vote the Governement has not been composed yet, because of the contrasts inside the majority.

Within the coalitions Bossi’s League did not reach 4% (and lost about 6%) and the DS stopped at 16.1%, thus loosing about 5%. The result of the Margherita (centre of the Olive-tree headed by Rutelli) reached a good result, about 14%.

A large debate is taking place inside the left: some think that we did not believe in the Olive-tree coalition enough, and some believe that when Mr. D’Alema (DS party) was head of the Government, he was not supported enough.

A Congress of the DS party will be held in Autumn to discuss the reasons of the defeat and also because Veltroni, former secretary of the party, has become Mayor of Rome and a new Secretary of the party as well as a new leading group will be elected by the Congress.

It is quite interesting to note that two weeks after the national vote in three of the major cities, Rome, Turin and Naples the Olive tree coalition won.

Rutelli will lead the opposition to contrast the dangerous line of the new Government which promised companies detaxation, more freedom with the 

working world, a deep revision of the Welfare and to the Church money for private schools, revision of the abortion law  and restrictions in
biotechnologies. In the meanwhile the future Head of the Government claims that he will disrupt the school reform and asked Amato (former Prime Minister) not to sign Kyoto agreement in the Luxembourg meeting on June 7.
AUSTRIA

Red Vienna is back again! A return to the Kreisky-era.

SPÖ gets absolute majority, crushing defeat of FPÖ, disappointing ÖVP, Green win, all over for Liberals

Viennese elections ended with a total triumph of the ruling Social Democrats. Against all odds, Mayor Häupl regained the absolute majority he and his party lost in 1996. The SPÖ achieved a stunning result of 46,8 per cent with 52 of 100 seats.

The SPÖ main opponent the Freedom Party suffered a crushing defeat, losing about a quarter of its support and gaining slightly more than 20 per cent of the votes. The FPÖ' s losses were especially marked in workers` districts.

The consequences of the Viennese elections for Austrian politics on a national level are quite substantial. Although the government is not in danger, the defeat for ÖVP and FPÖ is a clear warning.

Many experts now believe that the government will experience difficulties pushing through tough measures to cut public deficits having now experienced the second defeat (after Burgenland on Dec. 3rd ).

Local results show that the foreigners` issue is no issue any more

The Freedom Party's old vote winning themes of foreigners and the threat of council house being taken over by "non- Austrians" - pulled out for the Vienna elections - have backfired. The Freedom Party losses were especially high in the traditionally foreigner dominated districts. In Rudolfsheim-Fünfhaus (15.District), which has the highest rate of foreigners (1999 33 percent), the FPÖ saw a fall from 31,9 to 20 percent. It was a similar story in other foreigner districts. Even more surprising was the losses of the FPÖ in the traditional working class districts like Favoriten and Simmering, the political homeland of FPÖ Parliament party leader Peter Westenthaler. The big surprise of 1999 general election was the FPÖ' s strong performance in the working class districts and the Vienna result show that the SP may have been able to win back their traditional areas of support (average of 9 per cent in working class areas).

An initial analysis comparing the results with the 1999 general election found that the SP managed to keep more voters than anyone else, keeping 82 per cent, while the FP had lost more than a quarter of their votes who didn't bother to turn up to vote. The People's Party lost eleven per cent of their voters to the Freedom Party, and both of the coalition partners kept only slightly less than 50 per cent of their general election voters. Most of the LIF defectors went to the Greens, with some 19,000 switching to the Greens, while most of the new votes for the SP were from the Freedom Party. Share of the vote 

Stop Press !!!!!

 Labour 42 per cent Conservative 32.8 per cent Liberal Democrats 18.9 per cent  Scottish Nationalists 20.1 per cent (in Scotland)  Plaid Cymru 14.3 per cent (in Wales) Others 3.7 per cent  

Seats: Labour 412, Conservative 166, Liberal Democrats 52, SNP 5, Plaid Cymru 4, Independent 1, Speaker 1, Northern Ireland parties 18. Total 659 Labour majority of 167 

A historic second term for the Labour Party in England.  Plans have been announced to include the private sector much more closely  and to a much greater degree in state education. 
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 Activities in Brief  





ISDUE 47th Congress


The theme of this Congress will reflective upon the fact that it is the 50th Anniversary of the first meeting and inception of ISDUE in Versailles in 1951. We will be considering the future perspective of Social Democratic Education policies for the 21st century. Please send any papers concerning this theme to the Secretary, Hans Spiess.





Bookings for the hotel of your choice in Oporto must be made by 30 June.





Message from the Treasurer- 


Any country intending to take part in the elections for ISDUE and CSEEU Officers must ensure that the subscriptions for 1999/2000 and 2000/2001 have been received and recorded by the Treasurer by the 30 June 2001 (using bank transfer) or by 28 July 2001 in person (cash).





 Swiss Social Democratic Teachers – 7 Principles





The Swiss Social Democratic Teachers Organisation ask the member countries of ISDUE to reply in writing to the question below by October 2001 at the very latest to both the Secretary of ISDUE and to Robert Wyss, Sagemattstra. 9, CH-2540, Grenchen, Switzerland. 





Welche Basisqualifikationen müssen Heranwachsende erwerben, um das Leben in einer sozialen demokratischen Gesellscaft mitagestalten -  zu können?


Which basic qualifications must young people acquire to take part in the life of a social democratic society?





 From the contributions you send a document will be produced that gathers together the principles for a conference in 2002 that will try to identify the seven most important political aspects
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ISDUE News





 ISDUE Officers 2000/01  





President: Hilde Hawlicek


Address:  Wolsteingasse 32/3, 


A-1210  WIEN, Austria.


Tel    +43-1-40110/3450


Fax:  +43-1-40110/3737





Vice-President;  Marcella Binchi


Address:  Via Gamerra 5,


56123 PISA, Italy


tel:   +39-50-552975


Fax: +39-50-45373





Secretary:   Hans Spiess


Address:  Franz Liszt Gasse 1 A,


A-7210 MATTESBURG, Austria.


Tel:   +43-2626-62802


Tel:   +43-2626-62864


Fax:   +43-2626-6280216


Email: � HYPERLINK mailto:sloebgld@members.at ��sloebgld@members.at�





Treasurer:  Sue Taylor


Address:  53 Sedgley Road West,


TIPTON, West Midlands, DY4 8AB


England.


Tel:   +44-121-530-1040


Tel:    +44-1902-397613


Fax    +44- 1384-816566


Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:suetaylor@blueyonder.co.uk" ��suetaylor@blueyonder.co.uk�





ISDUE Commissions


European Commission


Secretary: Mikael von Nandelstadh


Vinkelgarten3 b A 5,


00170 HELSINKI, Finland


Tel: +358-9-1355061


Fax: +358-9-77477117


Email: nandelstadh@surfeu.fi





Latin-American Commission


Secretary: Lia Faria


Rua Rodolfo Dantas n:o 6 apto 402


Copacabana, RIO DE JANEIRO,


Brasil CEP 22020


Tel: +55-21-5410823


Fax: +55-21-717990





African Commission


Secretary: Fatou Seck Ka


HLM Route de Gossas, Villa n:o 94


DIOMBEL, Senegal


Tel: +221-9711332, +221-9711354
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